[V] Rabbi says, “Now if when one has eaten and been satisfied, 
you say that he has to say a blessing. When he is yet hungry 
and eager to eat, is it not an argument a fortiori [that he 
must say a blessing]?” 


[W] Up to this point, we have proved the case for a meal. 
How about the blessings before and after reading the 
Torah? 


[X] Now if eating a meal, which serves only to support this 
transitory life, requires the saying of a blessing 
beforehand and afterward, the reading of the Torah, 
which serves for life eternal, all the more so [must there 
be a blessing beforehand and afterward] ! 


[Y] R. Zeirah raised the following question: “As to the 
three who are called up to read the Torah, how do 
you treat them? Are they equivalent to three who 
have eaten land so say a blessing] at the same time, 
or are they treated as equivalent to three who have 
eaten each by himself? 


[Z] “If you treat them as equivalent to three who have 
eaten simultaneously, the first one called to the 
Torah says the first blessing, and the last one called 
to the Torah says the last blessing, and the one in 
the middle does not say any blessing at all. 


[AA] “If you treat them as equivalent to three who have 
eaten individually, even the one in the middle says a 
blessing both before and after the reading of the 
Torah.” 


[BB] Said R. Samuel bar Abodema, “They have derived 
the law for saying a blessing over the Torah from 
the law for saying a blessing for a meal only for the 
purpose of reading the Torah in public.” 


[CC] If they have derived the law only in connection 
with an event in public, then even if one does it by 
himself, he should not say any blessing at all. 


[DD] Said R. Abba Mari, brother of R. Yosé, “They 
have treated it as equivalent to all of the other 
religious duties laid down in the Torah. Just as all of 
the other religious duties laid down in the Torah 


